
Death By Fire 

 

How are you supposed to stand up, rise up, speak up, when times are 

hard? The Holocaust from 1933-1945, almost successfully wiped out the entire 

population of the Jewish people. Lead by Adolf Hitler, the Nazi’s killed over 6 

million Jews. 

After World War One, Germany was in low morale, and Hitler saw this as 

an opportunity. Slowly Hitler began climbing the ranks, with a plan he didn’t fully 

share, the Holocaust. It was hidden from Germans.  Many didn’t know what was 

happening to the Jews. The Holocaust was beyond words; bigotry, 

discrimination, and racism.  

Slowly, some people started to recognize what was happening and 

decided to risk their lives, to save many Jews. Though it’s not always recognized, 

there were countless acts of courage, sacrifice, and bravery. 

 The survivors of the Holocaust overcame terrible persecution, and some 

became resilient and successful people.  

Johan van Hulst, a Dutch teacher, helped save about 600 Jewish children 

from certain death. Hidden in baskets and sacks, they were smuggled, and 

transported by bicycles. They were then brought to a school and taken care of. 

He saved a lot of lives and created hope. There were many people like Johan  

that helped create many opportunities for children. Without the help from people 

like Johan these children would not have had a chance to live. 



Through the sadness and unexplainable pain that was created during this 

time, I have learned so much that I will carry with me for the rest of my life. The 

first thing I learned is to never take what you have for granted. Every moment in 

life is precious, you should value each of those moments. You never know when 

it could take a turn for the worse.  

Never lose hope and keep fighting. With all the adversity and hardship the 

survivors went through, and people that stood up for them, they never gave up 

hope. They surrounded each other with a supportive community. They 

persevered and pushed through with an overwhelming amount of strength.  

For some, standing up is a very hard thing to do, but those who stood up to 

hate and prejudice are very important people. What kind of world would we live in 

if no one stood up? “I swore never to be silent... I swore never to be silent 

whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We 

must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence 

encourages the tormentor, never the tormented” (Elie Wiesel). Sometimes we 

have to push past insecurities and doubt, even though the consequences are 

unthinkable. If we don’t stand up, we are only giving in.    

To help prevent something like this from ever happening again, we need 

tolerance. We need to respect each other, their beliefs, and opinions. It is never 

ok to put down others just because you don’t agree with them. This is exactly 

what didn’t happen during the Holocaust. Everyone is human, and it shouldn’t 



matter your skin tone, what clothes you wear, or what you pray for, every human 

has the right to live. 

 Next, we need more education about the Holocaust and its true stories. 

The Holocaust was one of the most horrible things I have learned about so far, 

and if people knew what truly happened, the less likely for it to happen again. We 

need to share stories from those that were taken, such as the survivors. What 

happened to the Jewish people was insane. They were killed, given little or no 

food and water, put in concentration camps, and so much more. Education, 

sharing stories, and tolerance are key.  

Overall, the Holocaust was appalling, gruesome, and one of the most 

horrendous events in history. With this, I have learned many things, including that 

you need to not lose hope, never take anything for granted, have tolerance, and 

respect for everyone.  Stand up and educate others.  
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