
 
1301 Farmers Lane, Suite 103 

Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 528-4222

www.jccsoco.org   

Program Director: Barbara Scharf 
528-1182 • barbaras@jccsoco.org

Assistant Program Director: Jalena Bamberger
528-1476 • jalenab@jccsoco.orgCircleFriendship

a program for adults 55+

Issue Date: January 2012

The Friendship Circle is a Program of the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County

Monday, January 9
Barry and Annie Ernst of 
“Ain’t Misbehavin'!”   
Bay Area musicians Barry & Annie Ernst 
will entertain us with a wide variety of 
eclectic acoustic tunes.  CD recordings 
(Little Butterfly and Run To Love) feature 
original songs from swing to bluegrass and ballads with 
sweet harmonies. Swing era favorites are featured on Ain’t 
Misbehavin’. 

RSVP by January 5

Monday, January 30 
Who is My Neighbor? 
Increasing awareness about Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People 
(LGBT)
Presented by Paula Pilecki, Executive 
Director, Spectrum LGBT Center
LGBT people who are 60 years of age or 

older can remember a time when it was illegal for men and 
women to associate too closely with one another in public, 
when homosexuality was considered a mental illness, and when 
a person could be fired from their job if they were suspected 
of being gay. 

Paula will talk about the value of reaching out to LGBT 
people who are in need of friendship and support at the most 
vulnerable time of their lives. Learn how you can make a 
difference simply by being a good neighbor through the 
offering of non-judgmental support.

RSVP by January 26

Luncheon Details
RSVP:  528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org
Time:   12 - 1:30 pm
Location:  Congregation Shomrei Torah,
  2600 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa. 
Price:  $10 Friendship Circle members; 
  $12 for non-members, includes lunch and  
  dessert. Payment is accepted at the door. 

Rides to lunches and events on the JFCS van are available 
upon request one week prior to date of event thanks to a grant from 
the San Francisco Jewish Community Federation.

Monday, February 27
Novelist Linda Frank
Author Linda Frank will speak about her 
novel, After the Auction. The talk will 
focus on the historical context of the book 
and Frank’s personal family story that led 
to its writing.

After the Auction follows Lily Kovner, 
a New York journalist, from the moment 

she spots an antique Seder plate at a Judaica 
auction she attends to research a magazine assignment. This 
Seder plate had been stolen from her family by the Nazis 52 
years before. After it vanishes again, Lily launches a hunt that 
takes her across three continents. Along the way she encounters 
threats, murder, a deal with a devil and new romance. 

RSVP by February 23

Luncheons
Three generations celebrate together at the Hanukkah Party. Ray Kaplan and Mike Desky, FC Advisory Board Members
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Healdsburg Outing ᴥ Biography
Luncheon at Ravenous 
Café and Chicago 
Sunday, February 12
11:30 AM  Lunch at Ravenous Café 
Meet us for a delicious luncheon at 
Ravenous Café, 420 Center Street, 
Healdsburg at 11:30 am and then 
walk across the street to the Raven 
Performing Arts Theater for a 2 pm 
performance of Chicago.  
When making your reservation you 
must let Jalena know which entrée 
you’ve selected: 

Cannellini bean and vegetable • 
soup served with a salad of organic 
lettuces, chevre and roasted pecans
Half sandwich of portobello, roasted peppers, tapenade • 
and fontina served with a salad of organic lettuces, 
chevre and roasted pecans
Penne with chicken sausage, mushrooms, tomato, • 
spinach, fennel and Reggiano

Beverages: sparkling water, lemonade, coffee or tea 
Dessert: Flourless Chocolate Mousse Torte
There is easy parking on the street or in the parking lot 
directly across from the restaurant.

2 PM Raven Theater 
Chicago has everything that makes a musical great. A true 
Broadway institution for many years, it’s the universal tale 
of fame, fortune, and all that jazz. 

Cost: Members $25 per person; non-members $30 per 
person

Theater Information: The matinee will be at the Raven 
Theater in Healdsburg from 2 to 4:30 pm.  Friendship 
Circle will have your ticket on the day of the show.  We 
will have a section reserved for our group.

Transportation: On your own, or contact Jalena to 
arrange a carpool at 528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org. 

RSVP by Friday, February 3
We have limited space for this luncheon and play. First 
call in your reservation to secure your spot and as soon 
as you’ve been confirmed you can mail your check made 
out to JCC, Friendship Circle, 1301 Farmers Lane, Suite 
C103, Santa Rosa, CA 95405. Include the name or date of 
the event on your check. Or you can call and make your 
payment by Visa or Mastercard. 

Getting to Know 
Jeanne Zweig 
Friendship Circle Advisory 
Committee Member
Jeanne Zweig was born in 
Newburgh, New York, a small 
town on the Hudson River, during 
the 20th century.  She was one of 
five daughters, and she subsequently 
had three sons who had seven grandsons.  No girls to be 
found.

Having to dress all these girls, her parents naturally 
opened a dress shop.  All of the daughters pursued retail 
fashion careers.  This proved helpful when her oldest sister 
opened a high-end dress shop in New Haven, Connecticut, 
and Jeanne needed a place to hide from an almost-arranged 
marriage with the son of the town’s wealthiest Jewish 
man.

While in New Haven, she met a handsome professor 
of engineering.  They married shortly after World War 
II ended.  He ultimately became dean of the engineering 
school at Yale, where he worked for 52 years.

Jeanne balanced two careers—raising three sons, and 
as a clothes buyer in New York, where she knew Ann Klein, 
Calvin Klein (no relation), and others, and attended many 
season fashion openings.

As the wife of a professor, she enjoyed a lot of cultural 
opportunities in New Haven—music, theater, lectures, and 
meeting various notable people —and even took six months 
off to travel in Europe and live in London with her family.

Two of her sons went to medical school, and work 
for Kaiser here in Santa Rosa and Redwood City.  Her 
youngest son graduated from Yale and later received a 
MBA from Harvard and is a published author who now 
lives in Piedmont.

Jeanne and her husband were first introduced to Santa 
Rosa by spending three summers here and then spent five 
years living in both Boca Raton, Florida and Oakmont 
(bought their house in 2001), before committing to living 
here full time.

She’s an accomplished cook and baker.  Her book 
“Savoir Faire” sold many copies for the national Council 
of Jewish Women (NCJW).  She was a vice president of the 
council, the PTA, her sister’s shop, and other organizations.  
“I am vice presidential timber,” she says.

Here in Santa Rosa she enjoys regaining her form in 
contract bridge, the symphony, cooking, movies, travel 
and especially the Friendship Circle.  She looks forward to 
meeting you and making many more new friends

Elizabeth Hagen, Friendship Circle Advisory Committee 
Member, has generously taken on the task of introducing and 
photographing volunteers who are dedicated to the success 

of Friendship Circle. 
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Generous Donations
Vicki Kalish,  � in memory of Barbie Neimark and Ruth Sherman.
Penny Wolfsohn, �  in memory of Bruce Enge and Eunice K. Brown.
Adele Pickar,  � in honor of Barbara Scharf.
Sid & Gerry Lipton, �  in appreciation of Friendship Circle.
Elinor and Charles King, �  for Friendship Circle Excursions.
Betty Zuck,  � in appreciation of Friendship Circle.
Sylvia B. Sendar � , in memory of her husband, Jesse.

Hanukkah Party Appreciation
Thanks to the vendors for adding a festive spirit to our Hanukkah party and  �
donating door prizes.
Thanks to  � Rabbi Kramer for leading us in the Hanukkah blessings and 
candlelighting.
We especially thank the entire FC Advisory Committee for pitching in and  �
making such a successful party. 
Oliver’s Market,  � Ellen Blustein and the JCC Film Festival, Elisabeth Van 
Nuys, Florence Boxerman, and Natalie Friedman for door prizes.
Thanks to �  Joy Lovinger for the electric menorah. 

Hanukkah Outreach Appreciation
Thank you to the Senior Community Activity Directors: Elisabeth  �
Bruno,Villa Capri; Belvia Robins, Sunrise Petaluma; John Gifilian and Jerry 
Newman, Oakmont Gardens; Sara Mcgee, Apple Valley; Maggie Blanchard, 
Brookdale Place Chanate; and Emily Webster, Sebastopol Senior Center.
Thank you Friendship Circle volunteers and lay leaders:  � Marcia Glad-
stone, Edee Sternfield-Squires, Elisabeth Van Nuys, Lee Strauss, Myrna 
Rivkin, Judith Goleman, Joy Lovinger, Vicki Kalish and Ede Smith.

Announcements ᴥ Appreciation

Mah Jongg with Carol Jarvis   
Please  make reservations in advance so we have enough supplies for everyone.  All levels welcome. Location: Upstairs at the JCC 
(no elevator). When: 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month, 1-3 pm.  Donation: $2 per class paid at the door. RSVP: The Friendship Circle 
office at 528-1182.
Exercise Class  with Barbara Goodridge
Location: Congregation Shomrei Torah. When: Wednesdays & Fridays, 10:15-11:30 am. Fee: $24 per month, paid in advance; drop in 
fee $4 per class. 
Yiddish  in Petaluma  
1st & 3rd Friday of each month at 1:45 pm. Classes are held in private homes. For more information: Belle Ganapoler, 664-1256 or 
bganapoler321@comcast.net.

New Class startiNg 
iN JaNuary!
Yiddish Literature 
Class: The Singer 
Brothers   

Isaac Bashevis Singer was 
a Polish Jewish American author 
noted for his short stories. He 
was one of the leading figures in 
the Yiddish literary movement, 
and received the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1978. His brother was 
the novelist Israel Joshua Singer. 

The class will read one novel 
by I. J. Singer and an assortment 
of short stories, “The Magician of 
Lublin,” and commentary about 
Yiddish literature by I. B. Singer

The class will be conducted as 
a seminar (open discussion) in four 
2-hour sessions.         
Suggested donation: $18 
Time:  Mondays 2-4 pm 
Dates: January 23 & 30 and 
February 6 & 13
Location: JCC Sonoma County, 
1301 Farmers Lane Suite 103, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Instructor Loretta Denner reads 
and speaks Yiddish, and taught for 
many years in the Santa Rosa Jr. 
College English Dept. In 1999 she 
took a summer course at the Oxford 
Institute of Yiddish Studies in 
Oxford, England. She retired from 
SRJC in 2005.

Plan on attending? Contact 
Loretta, lorluba@yahoo.com 
or 566-1955. 

ATTN: Academy of Sciences Participants 1/25/12
If you already have a reservation for this trip please contact Jalena at 528-
1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org by January 16 and let her know if you would 
like to join the docent tour so we can reserve your space. If you don’t want to 
participate in the docent tour you are welcome to explore the Academy on your 
own, and you do not need to let Jalena know in advance.
BUS SCHEDULE:  

Leaves: •  Congregation Shomrei Torah at 9 am (2600 Bennett Valley 
Road, Santa Rosa) park in lower parking lot only.
Leaves:  • Petaluma Community Center at 9:30 am (320 N. Mc Dowell 
Blvd., Petaluma).  We must know in advance if you are being picked up 
in Petaluma.
We will be leaving the Academy of Sciences, San Francisco at 3 pm and 

plan to return to Petaluma at 4:30 pm and Santa Rosa by 5:30 pm.
Sold Out!

Classes



•  We Appreciate Your Generosity •
You may make a tax-deductible contribution directly to Friendship Circle:

•In honor of an event or someone who is a light in your life
• In tribute to the memory of someone you hold dear 

We will send a tribute card to the person being acknowledged. I am contributing $ _________________ to Friendship Circle.

Please print all names exactly as you wish them to appear: designate Mr., Mrs., Ms., Miss

In Memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________________________

Contribution from:_________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________State/Zip:__________________________________________

N E W S L E T T E R CircleFriendship

This newsletter is a periodical issued monthly. 
It is published by the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County. 
All members receive this periodical free. 

1301 Farmers Lane,  Suite 103 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Friendship Circle is a program of the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County which is a 501(c) 3 non-profit corporation, a Beneficiary 
of the Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties. 

The mission of the Jewish Community Federation is to foster and enhance Jewish life here at home, in Israel, and around the world by caring 
for the vulnerable, providing Jewish education for our children, engaging our interfaith families, promoting peoplehood and Israel and providing 

aid in times of crises. 
We are also grateful to be funded, in part by a grant from the Jewish Community Federation. Support from the Jewish Community Federation is not 

enough. We depend on members of the Friendship Circle Community for donations and support.   

Issue Date: January 2012
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Save the date!

ashland trip 
Oregon shakespeare Festival 
Monday, October 15 – Friday, October 19, 2012

5 Days/4 Nights

Price includes:
Four nights at The Plaza Inn & Suites at Ashland ��

 Creek, breakfast included
Five plays with five preview lectures and ��

 a backstage tour
Transportation to and from Ashland ��
Guided excursion��
Welcome dinner��
Lunch and snacks on the way ��
to and from Ashland

Contact: For more information about the trip and pricing please contact Jalena Bamberger, 
528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org; Barbara Scharf, 528-1182 or barbaras@jccsoco.org.

Escorts: Barbara Scharf, JCC, Sonoma County; Shiva Schulz, JCCSF; and James Sokol, Osher 
Marin JCC.  This is a joint program of the JCCSF, Osher Marin JCC and the Friendship Circle of the 
Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County. 

1301 Farmers Lane, Suite 103
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

707/528-4222  •  www.jccsoco.org

Travel wiTh The 

Friendship 

CirCle!

Enjoy great seats for these plays: 
Romeo and Juliet

Troilus and Cressida
Medea/Macbeth/Cinderella

Animal Crackers
Party People
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Oakland Museum Excursion
Thursday, February 23   
Space-Light-Structure: 
The Jewelry of Margaret De Patta
Presented in conjunction with the Museum of Arts and Design (MAD) in New York, 
OMCA presents a retrospective exhibition on the work of pioneer jeweler Margaret De 
Patta. Distinguished as one of the few American jewelers whose work and ideas were 
allied to the evolving ideas presented in the modern art movement, De Patta’s work was 
heavily influenced by the Constructivists and features architectural forms with simple 
lines, structure, and often movable parts. The exhibition features 50 jewelry pieces 
as well as ceramics, flatware, photographs, pictograms, and newly released archival 
material. 

Tickets are $30 for Friendship Circle Members; and $40 for Non-Members. Cost 
includes lunch, snacks, transportation, and museum with docent-led tour. 

Gourmet Box Lunch prepared by the Blue Oak Café Catering at the museum.
Lunch includes entrée, beverage, and dessert.

Reservations are limited. Priority is given to Friendship Circle Members and those who have not attended a recent 
Friendship Circle excursion. Please contact Jalena at jalenab@jccsoco.org or 528-1476 to make your reservation. After 
receiving confirmation from Jalena, please call 528-4222 to pay with a credit card or mail in your check made payable 
to JCC, Friendship Circle, 1301 Farmers Lane, C103, Santa Rosa, CA 95405. Please write the name of the event on your 
check (Oakland Museum).

Please make your reservation early so you don’t miss out. We strongly encourage those who have never attended one 
of our excursions to sign up! No one is ever turned away based on ability to pay. (Please speak to Jalena or Barbara 
in confidence.) 

Cancellations result in a $5.00 administration fee. A full refund (less the $5.00) will be given if the cancellation is prior 
to the following schedule: One week (with no tickets); two weeks (with theater or other tickets). 
You must have an updated medical form by the date of departure. We will send you a medical form, if necessary. Please 
call if you have any questions. 

Bus Schedule: 
LEAVES • at 10:00 am from Congregation Shomrei Torah (2600 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa). Please park 
in the lower parking lot where the bus will be boarding. 
LEAVES • at 10:30 am from Petaluma Community Center (320 N. Mc Dowell Blvd., Petaluma). 
LEAVING Oakland at 3:00 PM • 

Please let us know in advance if you are being picked up in Petaluma or if you need a ride to the bus. 
This event is being sponsored with the generous support of the Senior Excursion Fund of the Jewish Community 

Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties.

Jewish Community Free CliniC

   490 City Center Drive

   rohnert Park, Ca 94928

Free medical care for the uninsured, without 
regard to ethnicity, race or religion. 

urgent need for doctors, nurse practitioners, 
nurses, social workers and translators.

~Please Volunteer~
707/585-7780 telephone    •    707/585-7784 fax


