
 

January 12, 2016 

Dear Chaverim Parents, 

My meetings this week with our 11/12th and 8th grade classes reminded of why I 

continue to lead this program after 22 rewarding years. 

In a recent 8th grade evening we had a beautiful parent supplied dinner, a fantastic 

social opportunity for the B’nai Mitzvah kids to regroup (we have about a 90% retention 

rate of last year’s B’nai Mitzvah class.), a shared discussion acknowledging each 

individual’s positive attributes and a fun recess including conversation and “in the dark” 

Frisbee toss. 

Then came my “40 Minutes” which was surprisingly powerful. We had a mature and 

thoughtful discussion about the space in between the physical and the spirit, and God. I 

moved the talk from that to my sharing with the kids that I think each of their lives is a 

miracle and a blessing. We all have a purpose and it is my task and the task of all the 

adults in their lives to guide them teens in identity exploration. 

After that big mouthful, the kids huddled together on the floor, acted silly as if they were 

at a Shabbaton. Then off they went from their “mid-week retreat” to their homes. 

This was a lot for 8th graders and I only have this chance twice each month to maximize 

their experience. 

This year we have made a pledge to the Jewish Community Federation (one of our 

grantors) to seek financial support from our community. On Tuesday, January 26th we 

will have “Rick Concoff’s Parenting Journey”. This is a fundraiser for our Teen 

Program as well as an enjoyable evening lesson, filled with my stories, in appreciating 

and understanding the kids in our lives. You don’t want to miss this! 

Please, consider stepping up your support and become a sponsor for this event. 

A $100 donation will help the Teen program enormously. This is our major fundraiser for 

the year and we appreciate any support you can give us over the cost of the tickets. 

Your generosity will be acknowledged on our website. 

Rick Concoff 

707-477-9196, www.jccsoco.org 
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