
Monday, August 13 
‘Broadway Through the Years’ 
with Laura Benward and 
Stephanie Ozer 

From Fiddler on the 
Roof to My Fair Lady, 
Laura Benward has 

starred in Broadway productions over 
the past 25 years, specializing in British, 
Irish and French accents, stage combat, 
yodeling, and roller-dancing.  Laura will be accompanied by 
Stephanie Ozer, a pianist of classical, fusion, rock, Klezmer, 
jazz, swing, Javanese Gamelan, and Brasilan jazz. Together 
they will put on a show to remember. 

Raffle TickeTs will be foR sale aT This luncheon!

 
1301 Farmers Lane, Suite 103 

Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 528-4222

www.jccsoco.org   
Jalena Bamberger, 

Program Director
707-528-1476 

jalenab@jccsoco.org
CircleFriendship

a program for adults 55+

July/August 2012

The Friendship Circle is a Program of the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County

Luncheon Details  

RSVP:  Wednesday before the luncheon; 528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org
Time:   12-1:30 pm
Location:  Congregation Shomrei Torah, 2600 Bennett Valley Rd., Santa Rosa. 
Price:  $10 Friendship Circle members; $12 non-members, includes lunch and dessert. 
  Payment is accepted at the door. 

Rides to lunches and events on the JFCS van are available upon request one week prior to date of event 
thanks to a grant from the San Francisco Jewish Community Federation.

Luncheons
Monday, July 9 
100th Birthday 
Party for 
Sylvia Sucher 
Celebrate Sylvia Sucher's 
100th birthday and honor her as one of 

Friendship Circle's founding members. Entertainment by 
Sonoma County’s very own Phil Lawrence on mandolin and 
accordionist Sonia Tubridy of the Jubilee Klezmer Ensem-
ble. Sylvia's biography is on page 5.

Mike Desky, Ray Kaplan, Len Cohen in Petaluma at the 
Cinnabar Theater's production of Born Yesterday.

Jeanne Zweig, Betty Zuck, Phyllis Reese, Sylvia Sendar
at Davero Olive Oil Farm in Healdsburg.

Laura

Stephanie
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Announcements  ᴥ  Appreciation  

Classes 
Mah Jongg with Carol Jarvis   
Please  make reservations in advance so we have enough 
supplies for everyone.  All levels welcome. Location: 
Upstairs at the JCC (no elevator). When: 2nd & 4th Tuesday 
of each month, 1-3 pm.  Donation: $2 per class paid 
at the door. RSVP, 528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org).

Exercise Class  with Barbara Goodridge 
Location: Congregation Shomrei Torah. 
When: Wednesdays & Fridays, 10:15-11:30 am. 
Fee: $24 per month, paid in advance; drop in fee $4 per 
class.  

 

 
Generous Donations
Friendship Circle thanks the following individuals for their 
support.

Tributes and Memorials
Bernice Fox & Ed Harman,•	  in memory of Adele 
Pickar’s sister, Caryl Barnett
Marvin & Shirley Dolowitz, •	 in honor of Evelyn 
Gurevitch's 90th birthday
Sylvia Sucher, •	 in honor of Barbara Scharf and Jalena 
Bamberger  
Edee	Sternfield-Squires,•	  in memory of Helen and Art 
Margolese
Max and Michelle Stein,•	  in honor of Barbara Scharf
Charlotte	Goldstein,•	  in honor of Barbara Scharf
Tom & Dina Bray,•	  wishing Max Stein and Barry 
Hirsch good health
Barbara	Greensweig,	•	 in honor of Evelyn Gurevitch's 
90th birthday

In Appreciation of Friendship Circle
Irma	“Dossie”	Weissbein•	
Joyce Bowen•	
Phyllis	Nesbitt•	
Elly Cohen•	
Betty Zuck•	

Over and Above Friendship Membership Dues
Marika & Marika Danoff•	
Betty	Riess•	
Natalie	Friedman•	
Barry	&	Sheila	Hirsch•	
Joseph	Schwartz•	
Binese	&	Earl	Goldberg•	
Charles	&	Elinor	King•	
Evelyn Gurevitch•	

SOLD OUT 
di Rosa and Picnic Lunch
Thursday, July 12  

Meet at di Rosa at 10:15 am, tour 10:30-noon
5200 Sonoma Highway, Napa

Picnic Lunch in The Olive Grove: 12:30-1:30 pm  
Box lunch includes sandwich, side salad, and lemon bar.

Turkey	Breast	and	Cranberry	Sandwich•	  with lettuce 
and mayo, on a ciabatta roll.
Roasted	Red	Pepper	and	Eggplant	Sandwich•	  with 
cream cheese and pickled red onions, on an onion roll.

aTTenTion
 If you are attending this field trip, please 

inform Jalena of your lunch choice (see above)
(528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org).

Directions	from	Santa	Rosa
US 101 South 

Take the •	 CA 116 E exit 472B toward Napa/Sonoma.
Turn •	 left onto Lakeville	St/CA-116. Continue to 
follow CA-116	E
Turn •	 left onto Stage	Gulch	Rd/CA-116

Cancellations result in a $5.00 administration fee.  A full 
refund (less the $5.00) will be given if the cancellation is 
made prior to one week (with no tickets); two weeks (with 
theater or other tickets).

Save the Date 
7/4  JCC Closed for Independence Day
7/9   100th Birthday Party for Sylvia Sucher   
7/29  Membership Tea from 2-4 pm 
8/8   Lunch and Entertainment at Highland Dell Lodge 
8/8   Broadway Tunes  with Laura Benward and   

 Stephanie Ozer – Luncheon and Raffle 
8/22   LES MISÉRABLES at the Orpheum    

 Theater in San Francisco 
9/3  JCC Closed for Labor Day
9/10-20  Friendship Circle High Holy Day Outreach
9/17-18  JCC Closed for Rosh Hashanah
9/26   JCC Closed for Yom Kippur
10/1   JCC Closed for Sukkot
10/15  Shoshanna Weiss: Mind Aerobics and Memory  

 Enhancement Techniques – Luncheon
10/15-19 Friendship Circle in Ashland for the Oregon   

 Shakespeare Festival
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Annual 
Friendship Circle 
Membership Tea 

When our Advisory Committee Honors You!
Sunday, July 29 from 2 to 4 pm

Tea  •  Coffee  •  Treats  •  Entertainment

Iris Dolowitz and Kirk Tarou will teach a dance lesson and do a 
fun, beginner Lindy Hop demonstration. No partner or experience 
is required...just a smile and comfortable shoes! Lindy Hop is the 
original form of Swing dancing, created in the 1920s and 30s by 
the teenagers of the day. Iris and Kirk started dancing Lindy Hop 
in 2006. In 2009, their love of the dance led them to take over the 
largest Lindy Hop venue in San Francisco called The 9:20 Special 
(named after a Count Basie song). They’re looking forward to 
teaching you the basics of Lindy Hop in a comfortable and relaxed 
environment. Again, no partner necessary – everyone will rotate 
partners every couple minutes because this is the best way to 
learn. Gentlemen – make sure you join in the fun also so the beautiful ladies have you to learn with! See you on 
the dance floor!

If	you	have	not	yet	sent	in	your	annual	dues,	it’s	not	too	late!

Price: Friendship Circle members are FREE!	Guests who are not a member of Friendhip Circle are welcome to 
attend the tea and will be charged $12. Payment is accepted at the door.

RSVP: You must make reservations by July 25. 
Contact Jalena Bamberger, Friendship Circle Program Director, 707-528-1476 or jalenab@jccsoco.org.

  
Rides to lunches and events on the JFCS van are available upon request one week prior to date of event 

thanks to a grant from the San Francisco Jewish Community Federation.

Please be our guest!
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Your InformatIon

Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________Email______________________________

City________________________________Zip________________Phone_____________________________

Birthday(s)	 	_________/________																									 	 ____________/____________

  Month          Day                                    Month               Day

ContrIbutIon
	
	 	 $50	Individual	Membership												 $85	Couple	Membership

This is also an opportunity for you to make an additional annual gift to Friendship Circle.  
We depend on those who can, to give beyond the basic membership fee.  

Know that your support makes it possible for others to stay connected and participate. Thank you.
 

$1000_______  $540___________  $360____________   $180 __________   Other $________

PaYment oPtIons

Check  (payable to Friendship Circle)  MasterCard  Visa
Credit Card Number: __________________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ______ / _______  
Amount to charge $____________________________        
    

Please Join Friendship Circle as a “Member” 
from April 1, 2012 to March 31, 2013  

To join, contact Jalena at 528-1476 or fill out the form below and send it with payment to:
Friendship Circle 

JCC, Sonoma County • 1301 Farmers Lane, Suite C103 • Santa Rosa, CA 95405 

Please	note: By joining Friendship Circle you are granting the JCC permission to take photos during Friendship Circle events.  These pho-
tos may include your image, and may be used in Friendship Circle newsletters, JCC website, eNews announcements, and/or other Friend-
ship Circle publicity.  If you have any concerns regarding this policy, contact Jalena Bamberger, 707-528-1476,  jalenab@jccsoco.org.
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Vicki	Kalish was born in Lock Ha-
ven, a small town in Central PA, and 
moved at age three to the land of cold 
and snow, Buffalo, NY. She then moved 
on to the Cincinnati (Norwood) area and 
finally as a senior in high school she 
moved to the Skokie/Evanston, IL. Af-
ter retirement, Vicki was ready for a new 
adventure and consequently moved here 
almost seven years ago to spend more 

time with her son, his wife, and their two sons. Her daughter 
finally followed 1 1/2 years ago.  

Vicki has degrees in Secretarial Studies from Michigan 
State University and in Sociology from Northwestern Univer-
sity.  Her work life has been reflective of both of these areas of 
expertise.  

She has worked in various sectors—a book company, a 
public relations firm, a manufacturing company, and for the 
vast part of her work life in Council for Jewish Elderly as Ad-
ministrative Assistant to the head of the agency. 

During her at-home, family-raising days Vicki was very 
involved in the Evanston community—PTA President, Board 
of the League of Woman Voters, and various other civic en-
deavors.  She also served on the Evanston Mental Health Board 
which set both policy and allocated funding.

Since arriving in Santa Rosa, Vicki has been involved with 
the Salvation Army, Secret Santa, Catholic Charities Family 
Shelter, and finally Friendship Circle Advisory Board for six 
years—since Pat Thomas and Vicki connected at a Jewish 
event and she invited her to check out the organization with the 
promise of good food and new friends. The rest is history!  She 
has interacted with so many interesting individuals, and has 
enjoyed the mix of entertainment, lectures, and excellent trips 
that have been presented through Friendship Circle. 

Vicki has a passion for traveling. She has many desti-
nations on her bucket list, as well as the desire to go hot air 
ballooning over a very special place. She enjoys music of all 
types—particularly folk; is an avid movie goer; a hiker; and 
loves acquiring new knowledge through lectures and presenta-
tions.

She is spontaneous; highly organized; rolls with the punch-
es for the most part; enjoys new adventures; and feels strongly 
about bringing old and new friendships together. Throughout 
her life she has been privileged to know, relate, and inter-
act with individuals from all walks of life. 

Elizabeth Hagen, Friendship Circle Advisory 
Committee member, has generously taken on the

 task of introducing and photographing volunteers 
who are dedicated to the success of Friendship Circle. 

Sylvia Sucher was born 
and grew up in Brooklyn with 
her parents, brother and sister. 
She describes her childhood 
as very different from today 
because there was no TV and 
no radio until she was 10 years 
old. Her family did not have a 
car or electricity in the house 
until she was seven or eight. 
When Sylvia was four, she 

was hospitalized with polio. Her mother helped her learn to 
be very determined and not give up overcoming the problems 
with polio. This encouraged her to try her hardest and to 
believe that she could do whatever she set her mind to do.  

Sylvia received her BA in English with a Speech minor 
from Brooklyn College and her MA in English and Speech 
from Columbia University.

During WWII, everybody was involved in some way 
to help the war effort. Everybody wanted us to win the war. 
There was food rationing, which meant that you had ration 
stamps for meat, sugar and other scarce materials. You could 
buy only as much as you had stamps for that food.

Many women went to work in factories taking the place 
of the men who were drafted into the war. Sylvia’s husband 
worked for the Navy. He was a physicist and worked at 
installing anti-magnetic mine machinery to save the ships 
from being torpedoed by the Nazis as they crossed the ocean. 
Later on they began to hear about the Holocaust that was 
taking place. Those were terrible times.

Sylvia's daughter and grandson live in Richmond. 
Sylvia’s belief in the importance of being positive 

helped her to overcome hard times. She also appreciates the 
importance of having friends who care about you, to share 
your happiness and who want to help and support you. She 
feels that Beth Ami has given her a “family of friends” which 
have enriched her life.

Sylvia came to Congregation Beth Ami over 25 years ago 
and was instrumental in the founding	of	Friendship	Circle, 
the Beth Ami Book Club and the Holocaust Studies Program 
at Sonoma State University. She is an avid reader, enjoys 
reading the New York Times, the New Yorker magazine and 
books, of course. 

Sylvia believes in the strength and worth of every 
individual and our responsibility is to take action to make our 
own lives and those of others better.

This biography originally appeared in the program for 
the Chai Tea celebrating the Matriarchs, Congregation Beth 
Ami, 2008.

come celebRaTe sylvia’s 100Th biRThday 
wiTh fRiendship ciRcle on July 9! 

see The coveR foR deTails.



  Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County • Friendship  Circle • July/August 2012 6

Excursion Details for Those Were the Days and Les Misérables
Reservations	are limited. Priority is given to Friendship Circle Members and those who have not attended a recent Friendship 
Circle excursion. Please contact Jalena at jalenab@jccsoco.org or 528-1476 to make your reservation. 

After receiving confirmation, call 528-4222 to pay with a credit card or mail in your check made payable to JCC, Friendship 
Circle, 1301 Farmers Lane, C103, Santa Rosa, CA 95405. 

Please	write	the	name	of	the	event	and lunch choice on your check: Highland Dell or Les Misérables

Please	make	your	reservation	early	so	you	don’t	miss	out.	We strongly encourage those who have never attended one of our 
excursions to sign up! No	one	is	ever	turned	away	based	on	ability	to	pay. (Please speak to Jalena in confidence.) 

Cancellations	result in a $5.00 administration fee. A full refund (less the $5.00) will be given if the cancellation is prior to the 
following schedule: One week (with no tickets); two weeks (cancellations for Les Mis must be made by August 7). 

Senior Excurions are sponsored with the generous support of the Senior Excursion Fund of the 
Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties.

Those Were The Days
Highland Dell Lodge with William Florian
Wednesday, August 8
Take a ride with Friendship Circle along the vineyards and into the redwoods for 
lunch and entertainment at Highland	Dell’s	Riverview	Restaurant. Lunch will be 
accompanied by William Florian, former lead singer of The New Christy Minstrels! 
He will entertain us with an upbeat, energetic, musical journey of America’s greatest 
folk and pop songs of the 60s as we enjoy our panoramic views of the Russian River 

and westward hills. This event is in collaboration with the Rohnert Park Senior Center.

Lunch Choices: Please select a lunch option and submit your choice with your payment.

Pan seared Chicken Breast with •	 portobello mushrooms and red onions in balsamic  
 reduction served with garlic mashed potatoes and vegetables du jour

Pasta Pomodoro: Angel hair pasta tosse with roma tomatos, garlic, basil,    •	
 olive oil and topped with  parmesean cheese

Cost: $32 Friendship Circle members; $38 non-members. Includes transportation, lunch 
and entertainment

Medical Form: Rohnert Park Activity Registration Form required for this trip. Forms will be mailed upon registration.

Bus Schedule —Please let Jalena know if you are being picked up in Santa Rosa OR Rohnert Park

Leaves•	  at 11:00 AM from Rohnert Park Senior Center (6800 Hunter Drive #A, Rohnert Park) 
OR

Leaves	•	 at 11:15 AM from Congregation	Shomrei	Torah	(2600 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa)
 Please park in the lower parking lot where the bus will be boarding.

Leaving	the	Highland	Dell	Lodge	•	 at approximately 3:00 pm

See Excursion Details below for more trip information.
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Jewish Community Free CliniC

   490 City Center Drive

   rohnert Park, Ca 94928

Free medical care for the uninsured, without 
regard to ethnicity, race or religion. 

urgent need for doctors, nurse practitioners, 
nurses, social workers and translators.

~PlEAsE VOluNtEEr~
707/585-7780 telephone    •    707/585-7784 fax

LES MISÉRABLES, The Musical
Orpheum  Theatre in San Francisco 
Wednesday, August 22 
Cameron Mackintosh presents a brand new 25th	anniversary	production of Boublil & Schönberg’s legendary musical, LES 
MISÉRABLES, with glorious new staging and dazzlingly reimagined scenery inspired by the paintings of Victor Hugo. This 
new production has been acclaimed by critics, fans and new audiences and is breaking box office records wherever it goes.

Box Lunch will be handed out when you arrive at the bus.  Please include choice with your payment:

Chopped	Chicken	Cobb	with	Avocad•	 o
Chicken, romaine lettuce, tomatoes, Gorgonzola, hard-boiled eggs, all chopped and tossed with herb vinaigrette, 
topped with fresh avocado.

Mediterranean	Veggi•	 e
Zesty Peppadew™ piquant peppers, feta cheese, cucumbers, lettuce, tomatoes, onions and cilantro Jalapeño hummus 
on Tomato Basil bread.

Tickets: $40.00 Friendship Circle members; $55.00 non-members.  Includes: lunch, snacks, transportation, and the show.  
Your ticket will be given to you on the bus. All seats are reserved. If you are not able to climb stairs, please let us know in 
advance.  

You must have an updated medical form by the date of departure. We will send you a medical form, if necessary. Please call 
if you have any questions.  

Bus Schedule—Please let Jalena know if you are being picked up in Santa Rosa OR Petaluma 

Leaves	•	 at 11:30 AM from Congregation Shomrei Torah (2600 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa).  
 Please park in the lower parking lot where the bus will be boarding.  

Leaves•	  at 11:50 AM from Petaluma Community Center (320 N. Mc Dowell Blvd., Petaluma).

Leaving	SF	at	approximately	5:30	pm		•	

See Excursion Details on page 6 for more trip information.



•  We Appreciate Your Generosity •
You may make a tax-deductible contribution directly to Friendship Circle:

•In honor of an event or someone who is a light in your life
• In tribute to the memory of someone you hold dear 

We will send a tribute card to the person being acknowledged. I am contributing $ _________________ to Friendship Circle.

Please print all names exactly as you wish them to appear: designate Mr., Mrs., Ms., Miss

In Memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________________________

Contribution from:_________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________State/Zip:__________________________________________

N E W S L E T T E R CircleFriendship

This newsletter is a periodical issued monthly. 
It is published by the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County. 
All members receive this periodical free. 

1301 Farmers Lane,  Suite 103 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Friendship Circle is a program of the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County which is a 501(c) 3 non-profit corporation, a Beneficiary of the Jewish 
Community Federation of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties. 

The mission of the Jewish Community Federation is to foster and enhance Jewish life here at home, in Israel, and around the world by caring for the vulnerable, 
providing Jewish education for our children, engaging our interfaith families, promoting peoplehood and Israel and providing aid in times of crises. 

We are also grateful to be funded, in part by a grant from the Jewish Community Federation. Support from the Jewish Community Federation 
is not enough. We depend on members of the Friendship Circle Community for donations and support.   

July /August  2012
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It's time to become a 

member of Friendship Circle 

for 2012-2013!

Please see the membership 

form in this newsletter.

Thank you for your supporT. 


